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V IEWERS of television talk 
shows are' no doubt wondering 
Whatever happened to Mark 
Lane. Mort Sahl and other assassi- 
nation specialists who periodically 
used to make revelations about the f 
“secret evidence*’ that New Orleans | 
District Attorney Jim Garrison had. | 
evidence which supposedly revealed 
a politically inspired conspiracy be- 
hind the assassination of President 
Kennedy. They may be wondering 
about Garrison himself, who said on 
the Johnny Carson "Tonight Show' 1 
(Jan. 31. 1968). "There is no ques- 
tion. as a result of our investigation, 
that an element of the Central Intelli- 
gence Agency of our country killed 
John Kennedy and that the present 
Administration is concealing the 
facts,” but who declined to disclose 

EDWARD JAY EPSTEIN written 

two booh about the Kennedy numM- 
iron, “inq-ueit: The Woirto (onmiuior. 
end the bUb C Amciil of Truth" one 
“"Counterplot,*’ which deelt with the Ger- 

n*o n invetttgetion. 



the evidence he claimed he had be- spoken about the "secret evidence" spiracy to murder John F. Kcnnedv. 
fore the case of Clay Shaw came to before the trial, disappeared from the retired businessman. Clay L. Shaw. 55. 
Inal. talk shows “Convicted By a case that collapsed 

When that case finally came to ^ the wake of Garrisons flash- at every seam, District Attorney Jim 
tral this year Garrison failed u> pro- m-the-pan efforts, the press has tr:M. Garrison. 47. of incompetence and 
duce any evidence to support the somewhat understandably perhaps. irresponsibility as a public official." 
numerous conspiracy charges he had to forget the entire affair as quickly » ▼ 

made over a two-year period Clay as possible Newsweek, for instance. p U nti! the time of the trial it- 

Shaw. the businessman he had ac- reported the verdict in a succinct self, newspapers and commentators 
rused of conspiring to murder Pres;- epitaph were more accommodating about 

dent Kennedy, was acquitted by a “Acquitted: By a jury sr. New Or- allowing Garrison the sort of promi- 
jury in less than an hour, and Gam- leans, exactly two years to the day nent coverage he so eagerly sought, 
son’s publicists, who had so freely after his arrest on charges of con- To be sure it is m the best trad-nun 

The Final Chapter in the 
Assassination Controversy? 

By EDWARD JAY EP S T EIN 




POLICE REPORT — The Dallas Police Department's record of President Kennedy's assassination. 
"There is no formula for adding up inconsistencies and arriving at the truth. That questions 
about the assassination remain does not necessarily mean that answers can be found for them.” 



MORT SAHL, comedian, encour- 
aged the controversy on television 
. . . blamed the Establishment when 
his TV show was dropped . . . be- 
came a Garrison "investigator." 



MARK LANE, lawyer and early champion of 
Oswald . . . author of a best-seller questioning 
the assassination evidence . . . worked with Gar- 
rison for two years . . . predicted his findings 
would shake “the foundations of this country.” 



JIM GARRISON, New Orleans District Attor- 
ney, hinted at a murder plot involving the CLA. 
and johnson Administration . . . arrested 1 1 per- 
sons in a two-year investigation . . . lost case when 
he failed to produce any significant evidence. 
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of objective journalism to report the 
news and give equal space U> both 
sides m a controversy, and no doubt 
many reporters, who were personally 
skeptical about Garrison’s motives, 
saw it as their duty to report the 
official statements {or mimeographed 
handouts, as they often were) of a 
duly elected district attorney, ever, if 
h meant providing a public forum for 
a demagogue. 

But more important for the pur- 
poses of assessing the present state 



of the assassination controversy is 
the fact that Garrison was aided by 
a number of critics of the Warren 
Report as weii as by publications 
which had Uke.n what amounted to 
an editorial policy against the Warren 
Commission. In evaluating the valid 
it> of the various charges whieh have 
been leveled against the commission, 

! ;t ts worthwhile to consider the ex- 
tent to which those who made the 
charges aligned themselves with 
Garrison and the New Orleans fiasco 



The example of Mark Lane, the 
New York lawyer who. by dint of his 
one-man crusade m defense of Lee 
Harvey Oswald. has deservedly 
claimed chief credit for having drawn 
public attention to questions about 
the assassination, js an instructive 
case m point- 

A MONTH after the assassination, 
well before the Warren Commission 
had even begun to examine the evi- 
dence, Lane published a 1 0.000- word 
defense brief in Oswald s behalf in 
The National Guardian Then, assum- 
ing the role of lawyer for Oswald’s 
ghost. Lane became something of a 
latter - day Jyceum type, addressing 
ever-increasing audiences in night 
clubs theaters, college lecture halls 
and the like, drawing ominous ir.Ur- 
ences and posing puzzling questions 
about the evidence. After the pub- 
lication of the Warren Report in 
September. 1964. £.ane expanded his 
defense brief into a book. "Rush to 
Judgment." which he promoted on 



the talk-show circuit and wfuch b»- 
came a No. 1 best seller around the 
time that Garrison stalled launching 
his own investigation in December 
1966. Soon after, news of Garrison’s 
probe became public and l.ane w<-r.t 
to New Orleans to consult the district 
attorney and to compare notes 

Shortly aftCT that, m a speech be- 
fore the Young Men's Business Club 
of New Orleans l.ane declared that 
Jim Garrison had "presented his case 
to me detail by detail, mrident by 
incident" and that it was an “iron 
clad case." He went on to say that 
Garrison "knew who fired the shots 
that killed President Kennedy." “how 
the plans were initiated.” "that a 
force that is a part of the American 
structure is involved," and he conf: 
dently predicted on the basis of his 
kn wledge of Garrison's “secret evi- 
dence” that "the very foundations of 
this country' will be shaken when the 
facts are disclosed in a New Orleans 
courtroom." For the next two years 
/Continued on Page 115) 



The Warren Report critics have 
had their day, and it is now 
clear that the credibility of 
evidence is inseparable front the 
credibility of investigators. 
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.* was riding in motorcade with wi f e and Governor John Cccnally, and hi a wife, 

(run snot and saw the exotrrd slunp forward. Kora shots were heard and the expire-- 
wife'*! lap. Governor Connelly was also shot at this tiae. Car in which they were 1 
••sorted to Parkland Hospital by Dallas Felice Officers. 
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The final chapter? 



(Continued from Pane 31) 

Lane continued to work intimately 
with Garnson as a freelance “inves- 
tigatnr." and continued making 
apocalyptic revelations or. radio and 
TV. based on his access ttr the “secret 
evidence 

(3 THE* outspoken critics of the 
Warren Commission followed Lane’s 
route These included Harold Weis- 
'S berg. who. after suing the Federal 

Government on a charge of ruining 
his poultry farm with low -flying Air 
Force helicopters, privately published 
the "Whitewash" senes of books ad- 
vancing the thesis that the Warren 
Report was a C.LA.-F.B I. -Secret 
Service cover-up: William Turner, a 
former F.B.L agent and writer on 
the assassination for Ramparts maga- 
zine;* Penn Jones, the crusading 
editor of the Midlothian <Tex 1 Mirror 
and author of a group of booklets 
entitled "Forgive My Grief." thp most 
celebrated feature of winch was a 
death count of persons who were 
even peripherally connected with the 
assassination. Richard H. Popkm. a 
professor of philosophy at the Uni- 
versity of California at San Diego 
and author of "The Second Oswald “ 
a conjectural essay originally pub- 
lished in The New York Review of 
Books, which suggested that liv 
assassin was not Oswald but a 
double, and television comedian Mart 
Sahl. who used his television show 
to promote Mark Lane and the con- 
troversy. subsequently blamed the 
"establishment” (not the ratings) for 
the loss of his program and became 
an “investigator” for Garrison. 

Like Lane, each of the critics 
claimed to have access to at least 
part of Garrison's “secret evidence.” 
and on this basis they warned the 
public that the Johnson Administra- 
tion would face dire consequences if 
Garrison were ever allowed to bring 
his evidence to court. FOr hrs part. 
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4»In viaw of the discredit he 
brought them, it is not surprising 
that now some disgruntled 
critics have advanced the theory 
that Garrison himself was 
a C.I.A. agent provocateur.95 
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looking pretty. Lamps that are fight, durable and beautifully styled. Lamps 
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People keep telling Sonneman to charge more for his lamps. But he's too 
young to know anv better. 
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Carlyle took a sail-maker's best canvas sail 
and put it on this new convertible. 



Garrtson paid homage to the cnncv 
and their theories in most of his own 
appearances and sought to confirm 
the validity of their speculations hy 
incorporating them mto his case 
When Garrison was challenged to 
reveal the grounds for his allegations, 
he would characteristically reply, as 
he did on the Johnny Carson show, 
“I am not allowed, as an attorney, 
to come up with evidence until ihe 
rase comes to trial.** The mysterious 
“secret evidence" never mateoa' : zed 
in court and these critics of ihe 
Warren Commission, who had churned 
to have access to it. were left hold- 
ing the bag. 



Robert Silvers, helped arrange a forum 
on the assassination at the Theater for 
Ideas :n New York, sent Popkin to 
New Orleans, where he was given, 
by pnor arrangement, access to the 
prosecution’s key witness and other 
"secret evidence. ” Popkin then wrote 
a lengthy defense of Garrison, attack- 
ing the press for its skepticism and 
insisting that the district attorney at 
least deserved his "day in court,” ad- 
mittedly a curious tack for liberals 
to be taking in defense of a prose- 
cutor. Ramparts put Garrison’s por- 
trait on the cover of its January, 
1968, issue and in art accompanying 
editorial declared that "staff writer 
William Turner’s nine-month investi- 
gation into tbe case of New Orleans 
D.A. Jim Garrison has convinced os 
that something is terribly, and even 
unusually, rotten in Washington. 
Turner has had full access to Garri- 
son’s files, and has logged 80.000 
miles double - checking every factu- 
al assertion in Garrison’s aston- 
ishing reconstruction of President 
Kennedy's murder, told for the first 
time in this issue. It fulfills, 
sadly many of our most paranoe* 
nightmares .ibout the C.I.A., She 
.Vtsnutemen, Dallas fascists and the 
American No/ts It also raises ulti- 
mately serious questions about the 
responsibility of this Government 
and the honesty of our current Presi- 
dent.” (Popkin had also cited in The 
New York Review of Books rumors 
that President Johnson was somehow 
suspect because of defects in the 
Warren Report.) The ’■double- 
checked" evidence never showed up 
at the trial of Clay Shaw, making the 



Srroeg enough to* schooners' sails. canvas also happens to he an 
incredibly flagged furniture covering. 

Carlyle found a sail maker, took hrs best canvas and put it on th*s 
new c on vert: hie sofa * beet, 

then we filled the seats and backs with shredded dacron and poly 
loam The sears afone are almost 9 sQtioosfty inches deep. We desvned 
this couch for peoe'e who are secure enough to accept unabashed 
luxury 

Oar trmersprmg mattress with J.30 Spmvs is engineered for 
comfortable sleeping 

The frames are heavy ash. beveled, and glued. 

the piece above -.s 60 inches long. Or you can have a larger rmx!& 
at additional cr-st. Canvas is in 1 2 colors, or your choice from our 
library of custom upholstery. (Two sybaritic suggestions- Opr velvet 
cordutcy with nch, togh wates. or our gtove- like Italian vmyf 5 



\^AJ*Rl$OJN"S cause was also 
championed by far-out periodicals 
’ike The LOS Angeles Free Press .tnd 
the white citizens' Councillor as 
well as journals like The New York 
Review of Books and Rampart-^ 
These publications had previously re- 
jected the conclusion of the Warren 
Commission ostensibly because they 
had found the commission's invest! - 
gatioo defective {not for "political" 
reasons, i.e.. because it had been 
issued under the auspices of the 
Johnson Administration), vet these 
same magazines embraced the New 
Orleans investigation wholeheartedly, 
choosing to pass by its glaring mis- 
takes and Garrison's own transparent 
ftimflammery. 

The New York Review, which, for 
its first book -publishing venture, 
brought out Popkin’s theory abw.it 
the "second Oswald" in a separate 
paperback edition and whose editor. 
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46In reconsidering the case. 



a number of prominent reviewers 
agreed that the commission's 
investigation may not have been 
exhaustive; however, none oi them 
accepted a conspiracy theory.*^ 



"paranoid nightmare" seem an apt 
description for what remained unsub- 
stantiated. 

That these magazines accepted 
Garrison’s claims on blind faith reads 
one to wonder whether the Warren 
Report was not similarly rejected in 
blind contempt for the President who 
succeeded Kennedy, for reasons more 
political than evidentiary In an. 
case, by appearing virtually empty 
handed at the trial. Garrison exp ised 
a bluff larger than his own: he left 
many critics who were instrumental 
in discrediting the Warren Report 
looking like something less than the 
disinterested factfinders they pre- 
tended to be And in view of tne 
discredit he brought them, it is not 
particularly surprising that now some 
disgruntled critics have even ad- 
vanced the theory that Garrison 
himself was in fact a C-l A agent 
prox'oealeur . Surely there was among 
many erttirs a measure of gullibility 
at the least, of outright dishonesty 
at most But not everyone wh> 
registered reservations about the 
Warren Commission’s methods and 
conclusions rallied to Garrison's de- 
fense. To consider the validity of 
doubts still lingering «n the minds of 
those critics of the commission who 
also openly and categorically disso- 
ciated themselves from Jin; Garrison 
and his cause, to ask what questions 
about the assassination of Prevd-nit 
Kennedy sttli do remain unanswered, 
it is worthwhile to recall the htstory 
of the controversy and its nature as 
a historical problem. 

W«B the Warren Report was 

published in 1964. it was general 1 '/ 
thought to have been the product of 
a long and exhaustive investigation 
into the circumstances surrounding 
the assassination. Assuming that the 
Warren Commission had found ami 
evaluated all the relevant evidence, 
that it had conducted a faultless in 
vestigation. there were only two 
logically possible positions- (J) The 
report was correct and Oswald was 
the lone assassin, or (2) be had been 
part of a conspiracy and the com- 
mission had knowingly falsified evi- 
dence In other words, to posit a 
conspiracy required an ad hominem 



i 

s 



i 







t m«M anti olhar »«*« "In ' ilottr MACY S- H Y i firancftai - 

;o - Harvore - f «-fi Ma»ay Co — Hm.»r • Goiabian b'oi 
• M? Waisao-- .'no<*napo.., . Wn> T .w'j . Socon • J l 
>*:rorf - Bamoarn*' » - Newark A b'anehri - Hang 4 Ka’.y ■ 9u» 
faio • O.mw t - X », - V O'Noll i>> Akron - May Co Cla>a 
lane • Aiul - uky'on . ;,i Bio* -.Pfi>u. • Suouti-Hucnoarg Co 
- > our>cifoa.n - Kaulmuir S - bitlslxjtgil • J GcMOVmtri 4 Son* — 
Urtnpnit - Tsalmmn' i - SJcnmomS - 



Tuck it 
away. 



. after «x», - 



C«f curls, girls! Little girl curls in « greet new look with MOPPET.. .our newest, 
nicest instant beauty stretch wig. Features a closely tapered back thafs Kicky! 
Curly! Great? Pre-act, pre-curled end p ee- styl cd for l&shion without fussing. In 
silky, soft 100°*: modacryiic that looks ora! acts better than your own hair. Wash 
and wearable with no care, evert MOPPET, am style #959 in 26 shades including 
feasteds. firs About S25D0 



The 

sneaky 

gift- 



Many husbands 
who find their 
ooffee haul to 
swaliow- arc sur- 
prising iheir wines I 
with KiUrhcnAid 
f jcctriv C. nflcc 
Mills. 

In this sneaky 
way. they re aysut - 
mg themselves of 
getting great cof- 
fee. l*rc-giound 
Or instant coffee 
can’t deliver the .same deliciou? 
flavor as coffee made with freshly 
ground beans. 

Why diwi't you gi\e a KuchcnAul j 
Tkctrac t of lee Mill too’’ h may 
be sneaky. But it’s a great 
gift for any oocat&oai A? bet ter 
Stores, fir write Kitchen A id 
Housewares. Dept 9HliK-4. The 
Hobart Mtg Co .T roy. Ohio 45 3 73. 



lUCTKIC tx»i 1 1 1 

Kitchei 



■Aid 



ACORN STRUCTURES. INC. 



CAROUSEL 
PRODUCTS INC. 

rn* iBsunt e*upw 



AP XII. 2C, iw 



117 





1SUEPESI 
C IP AWED 



IPflTHERSl 



RECONDITIONED 



there was at least a possibility a a 
conspiracy* — and the mass media 
could no longer deny the critics the 
right to present the r interpretation 
of the assassination to the public. 

The '"Today Show" arranged a de- 
bate between Mark Lane and a com- 
mission lawyer, the hosts (*f local 
talk shows across the country began 
to provide exposure for the critics 
and doubters, and the demonologisu 
pot busy (many had books, as well as 
conspiracies, to advertise). Mass 
circulation magazines, tncluding Life 
and The Saturday Evening Post, nut 
unaware of the growing pub'ic inter 
esr m the assassination controversy, 
demanded a new investigation m ed: 
tonal as well as cover stones. These, 
in tum. encouraged the District At 
torney of New Orleans to set off on 
his own fishing expedition. (Simul- 
taneously with the opening of his 
investigation into Oswald's activities 
in New Orleans, Garrison proposed 
an “exchange of information” deal 
with Life which amounted to giving 
the magazine exclusive coverage ) 
Unlike the other critics. Garrison 
could make news 31 will by arresting 
people, in acting out his (and other 
critics') theories, turning his office 
into a sort of laving Theater, he pro- 
ceeded to arrest or f:’e charges 
against more than a dozen persons 
And the D A.'s newsmaking potential 
was something that couldn't be over 
looked by the mass-circulation maga- 
zines. facing the problem of "lead 
time" and having U> plan newsworthy 
articles months in advance of pubi: 
cation. In a memorandum to Hugh 
M. Hefner, the publisher of Playboy. 



attack on the members of the com- 
mission. Although Mark Lane and a 
number of other dedicated assassins- 
tion buffs stanch'y maintained the 
latter position, the mass media re- 
fused to give the notion currency 
and Lane and his followers were dis- 
missed as troublemakers and what- 
ever controversy there was belonged 
mainly to the underground. 



iyj, Y own master's thesis on the 
Warren Commission, published under 
the title "Inquest." was partly re 
sponsible for widening the scope of 
the controversy. After examining 
the internal workings of the commis- 
sion. I argued, basically, thnt the 
assumption of an exhaustive invest! 
gallon was invalid- I found that the 
commission's investigation had been 
severe : y limited both by hureaucratic 
pressures from within 3 nd by the 
time condition imposed from without 
and. at certain crucial points, was 
little more than an exercise in the 
clarification of superficial evidence 
In reconsidering the case, m terms 
of the work actually accomplished by 
the commission, a number of promi- 
nent reviewers-— including Harrison 
E. Salisbury (who had written the 
introduction to one edition of the 
Warren Report). Richard Goodwin. 
Alexander Bickei. Max Lemer and 
Lord Devlin — agreed that the com 
mission’s investigation may not hav~ 
been exhaustive, may indeed have 
been inadequate: however none of 
them accepted a conspiracy theory 
Yet. if the insufficiency of the coo* 
mission’s investigation left open the 
possibility of unevaluated evidence. 
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Penn Jones, Midlothian (Tex.) editor, lent weight to the conspiracy theory with 
his "death count” of persons even remotely connected with the assassination. 
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a senior editor summed up the rea- 
sons for publishing a 26- page inter- 
view with Garrison (which was partly 
written by Garrison himself) as fol- 
lows: 

“Even if he’s wrong (which is pos 
sible), even if he’s insincere (.which 
1 doubt), even if the aceusat T ->ns 
about his impropriety are true (wh«eh 
seems not to be the case). Shaw is 
going to trial in October [1967] and 
the interview (coming out two or 
three weeks before it begins) will be 
very big news.” 

^[uCH of the rhetoric on the talk 
shows and in magazine interviews was 
not designed to enlighten the public. 
Mark Lane made a practice of intro- 
ducing pseudoscientific evidence, 
such as paraffin tests (misinterpreted 
to “prove” Oswald's innocence), 
which could only confuse audiences 
not versed in the nuances of forensic 
science. Jim Garrison characteristi- 
cally dwelt on missing evidence, which 
was being kept “secret" by the Gov- 
ernment but of which he miracu- 
lously seemed to know the contents. 
For example, noting that four frames 
of the famous film of the assassina- 
tion taken by the spectator Abraham 
Zapruder — numbers 208-21 1 — were 
missing from the frame-by-frame re- 
production of the film in the testi- 
mony and evidence published by the 
Warren Commission, Garrison claimed 
in his Playboy interview that these 
missing frames "revealed signs of 
stress appearing suddenly on the 
back of a street sign" and that "these 
signs of stress may very well have 
been caused by the impact of a stray 
bullet on the sign," But the “miss- 
ing" frames into which Garnson 
glibly read stray bullets, while miss- 
ing from the Warren Report volumes, 
are not missing from a copy of the 
film held by Life magazine, which 
bought the film, and these frames, 
which were published after the Play- 
boy interview, show no signs of 
"stress” or stray bullets. 

A third technique, of obfuscatory 
rhetoric, which Harold Wpisberg fre- 
quently employed in his talk-show 
appearances, was that of citing ir- 
relevant coincidences prefaced by 

“Isn’t it strange ?" He would 

demand to know why the commis- 
sion hadn't investigated the coinci- 
dences he postulated. Although this 
technique no doubt stimulates curi- 
osity. it produces confusion in the 
audience. It C3n. moreover, he 
turned in any direction. Isn’t it 
strange, one might ask, for example, 
that Harold Weisberg himself once 
worked for the lawyer Oswald had 
asked for when he was apprehended 
in Dallas? Isn’t it strange also that 
Weisberg’s stepbrother once treated 
David Feme. Garrison’s prime sus- 
pect. for a disease that caused his 
hair to fall out? Such rhetoric. c om- 
mon among street agitators, can 
excite imaginations hut provide no 
answers. 

Somewhat obscured by the ef- 
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forts of the headline seekers and 
proselytizers for Garrison’s cause 
were a number of serious attempts 
to c'arify problems in the Warren 
Commission's evidence by critics 
such as Sylvia Meagher and Prof 
Jos:3h Thompson Jr., who clearly dis- 
associated themselves from the antics 
of Garnson and his followers. These 
senous critiques must be considered 
on their own merits. Mrs. Meagher s 
book (“Aci rviones After the Fact”) 
and Thompson's ("Six Seconds in 
Dallas”) contain, as far as I can see. 
only two substantial arguments that, 
if true, would preclude the possibility 
that Oswald fired a!) the shots. 

First, there is the argument that 
the commission’s single-bullet theory 
— that President Kennedy and Gov- 
ernor Connally were both hit by the 
same bullet — is controverted by the 
evidence The importance of this 
theory hrs in the fact that the com- 
mission's staff concluded, from an 
analysis of the Zapruder film, that 
there was not time, between the 
earliest point on the film at which 
the President cou'd have been first 
hit and the latest point at which the 
Governor could have been hit. for a 
single rifleman to have fired two 
shots. Therefore, it was argue?!, 
either both men were hit by the same 
bullet or there must have been two 
riflemen firing. 

But this 'me of attack, on which 
many of the critics fastened, was 
severely weakened by a subsequent 
analysis of the film by C.B.S. News, 
which went much further than the 
Warrrn Commission in determining 
the sequence of the shots. Assuming 
that three distinct blurs on the film 
carrespoadoV to Mr Zapruder’s re- 
action to the repons from three nfle 
shots, and working backward from 
the third shot, which dearly struck 
the President's head, C. B S. analysts 
found that the first shot was fired 
well before the time that the com- 
mission fixed as the "earliest poss.bie 
time” the President could be first hit 
Indeed, in reconsidering the commis- 
sion's analysis, it appears that the 
entire logic of the single-bullet theory 
rested on a very dubious assumption 
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about thr earliest point at which 
Oswald rouid have fired thr first 
shot. A re-enactment by the com- 
mission's staff, nearly six months 
after the assass nation indicated that 
the foliage of an oak tree- came be- 
tween the gunman's line Of sigh? and 
the President for a brief period '•( 
time, and it was then deduced that 
the first shot could have been fired 
only after the President's limousine 
cleared the oak tree's foliage The 
Warren Report states that “agents 
ascertained" that in the rccoBStrur • 
tion of the event, the oak tree s 
foliage “was approximately the si.w 
as on the day of the assassination." 

Yet. the testimony referred to in 
the footnote reveals that this was 
assumed, not "ascertained." by the 
F 3.1. and Secret Service agents. Sf 
the foliage was just shghtfy different 
on the day of the assassination, a 
single rifleman cou : d have firrd the 
first shot earlier than the commission 
had assumed was possihie, and thus 
had time to fire a second shot at the 
Governor. In other words, the Pres; 
dent and the Governor could have 
been hit by different bullets by a 
single assassin. The C B S analysts, 
which persuasively suggests that this 
indeed was the case, renders the 



Ho substantial evidence indicates 
that there was more than one gunman 
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single- bullet theory irrelevant. 

SECOND argumrnt asserts that 
the Zapruder film reveals that thr 
President's head, when h:t. moved 
forward for a split second, then 
sharply backward Professor Thomp- 
son concludes from a "micnjanalysis” 
of the film that this change of direc- 
tion was caused, first, by a shot hit- 
ting the President's head from behind 
(as the Warren Commission con- 
cluded). then a tenth of a second 
later by another bullet, which hit 
the President’s head m the front 
This would obviously mean that 
there were two assassins. 

Deducing a cause from an effect 
(i e — the motion of the President' 1 - 
head as it appears on film) presents 
some difficulties. Other causes — the 
acceleration of the President's car fnr 
a split-second or a neurological re- 
action — could account for the eff ret. 
If the President was indeed hit ai 
most simultaneously by two riflemen 
firing from two different directions 
as Thompson argues, one would ex- 
pect to find evidence of this m the 
X-rays and photographs taken at the 
President's autopsy This material 
however, had not been examined by 
the commission or its sraff — it was 
turned over ro the Kennedy family 
which, m turn, consigned it to the 
National Archives with the condition 
that it could not be open to examina- 
tion for five years (that is. until 

1971) 

This means that the key to the 
mystery of the head movemer: wxs 
thus unavailable to Thompson when 
he wrote his book m 1967. Recently 
when pressed for the autnpsv mate- 
rial by Garrison (who claimed it Was 
relevant to his case), the Justice De- 



partment released an evaluation of 
it by two respected forensic path- 
ologists. Both doctors concluded that 
the X-rays and photographs indicated 
that the President's head was St. 
from only one direction — from be- 
hind. 

There are still a great number of 
inconsistencies, as Mrs. Meagher 
points out in her book, between the 
assertions in ihe. Warren Report and 
the data in the accompanying 26 vol • 
uroes of testimony and evidence, and 
unresolved questions about Oswald's 
life and activities before the assassi- 
nation. (Many of the questions lei; 
outstanding bv the commission, how- 
ever. were resolved subsequently by 
Elmer Gertz in his book. "Moment 
of Madness.” which dealt with Ruby'- 
activities, and by Professor Thomp- 
son in the appendix to his book.) 

Unfortunately, there is no formula 
for adding up inconsistencies am. 
arriving at the truth For example 
if hundreds of errors and inconsist- 
encies were found in the report of a 
commission formed t» determine 
whether the earth was round or flat, 
it might mean that the commission 
was hasty or sloppy in performing 
its task or. if all the errors went m 
•me direction, tendentious, but it 
would not in itself prove that the 
earth is flat. Nor. given the con- 
tingent nature of reality, can it he 



assumed that what was probable 
happened. And that questions about 
the assassination remain does not 
n**eessar:ty mean that answers can 
be found for them. 

When it was shown that the War- 
ren Commr.sion had conducted a less 
than exhaustive investigation, a great 
many people assumed that a new 
investigation, not predisposed to the 
ssngte-assassin theory, would uncover 
new evidence. Garrison, however. 
ass.sted initially by Life magazine 
and later by many critics of the 
Warren Report, searched for two 
years without finding any relevant 
new evidence of a conspiracy. At 
present these are no leads outstand- 
ing. nor is there any substantial evi- 
dence that I know of that indicates 
there was more than one rifleman 

f nx*&. 

It is. of course, possiote that new 
evidences may yet develop to chal- 
lenge the single-assassin theory. The 
lesson that Garrison has made abun- 
dantly clear is that the credibility of 
evidence cannot be divorced from the 
credibility of the investigate who 
presents it. Smcc there seems to be 
little prospect of a new investigation 
in the near future, and many of the 
critics have hern discredited as in- 
vestigators by the New Orleans epi- 
sode, it appears likely that Garrison 
may be the final chapter in the 
Assassination Controversy. ■ 




Harold Weinberg privately published a senes 
of books to show that the Warren Report was actually 
a cover-up for the C.I.A., F.B.I. and Secret Service. 
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